Merrimac Farm

1742-1756 Samuel Hayward sold est. 1,000 acres to Lynough Helm from the Brent
town tract.

51211789 William Helm inherited the 1,000 acres from his father Lynough.
Prince William county will.

5/11/1802  William Helm, his wife and mother sold 1,000 acres to John Chesley.
DB 2, p.64

10/13/1803 Alexander Scott and Elizabeth , his wife give quit-claim as heirs to assure
title. (Question — was transfer in fee-simple.) DB 2, p. 483.

1803 — 1811 Chesley may have sold 400 acres to William French or others.

12/27/1811 John Chesly is deceased, had mortgaged 600 acres to Thomas Lee for
the benefit of the children of Corbin and Hannah Washington, Bushrod Washington
their guardian. Commissioners sell 600 acres to Edward Fitzhugh. DB 4, p. 452

1811 — 1818 Edward Fitzhugh sells 600 acres to William A. G. Dade. Dade exchanges
165 acres along Cedar run adjacent Effingham with Lawrence Alexander for 50 acres of
Effingham.

5/11/1818  William A. G. Dade sells the remaining 435 acres of the 600 acres plus the
50 acres received in exchange, to William French. DB 7, p.12

10/01/1825 William French buys 253 acres of Effingham from Sigismunda Mary
Alexander, Wd. (William Alexander died 1814) DB 10, p293

1825 — 1834 William French dies.

10/10/1834  William French Land divided, 1102 total acres (approx. 485a, 253a,
376.5a) into seven plots. Lot 1 - Elizabeth French — 165a; Lot 2 — Martha T French —
134a; widow's dower — Martha L. French — 182a (lists 282 but in error); Lot 3 — William
French, Jr. — 134a; Lot 4 — Stephen French — 126a; Lot 5 — Susan A. French — 140a;
Lot 6 — Mariah L. French — 219a. Land Cases Book I, p. 349 — 360

11/14/1840 Elizabeth French sells 165 acres to Allen Howison. DB 16, p.145

1/01/1846  Stephen French et al, sell 121 acres, a portion of Lot 6, to Allen Howison.
DB 19, p116

5/1/1850 William French sells 505 acres of the remaining lots, apparently
consolidated in his name. Mentions % acres reserved for graveyard There is an
unmarked square on the plat with the division on the dower portion. The county
cemeteries list included French cemetery on Merrimac Farm, near the ruins of a house.
DB 21, p43




Merrimac Farm

5/01/1850  William T. French sold 171 acres to Gideon Warne. Mostly from Lot 2.
DB 21, p56.

6/1/1854 Elisha Osmun sold Stephen Frace 100 acres. DB 23, p82
3/13/1861  Stephen Frace sold 100 acres to Elisha Osmun. DB 26, p259

9/29/1874 Commissioner awarded 259 acres called Green Level to Joseph Osmun,
executor for Elisha Osmun, dec’'d. Suite was Osmun vs Davis. Land was part of the
1850 land. DB 30, 14

5/25/1881  Gordon Warne sold 171 acres to Mary Reading. DB 33, p53
1/5/1881 Joseph Osmun, executor sold 259 acres to James Kewit. DB 33, p231

11/05/1914 Cornelious Reading, son of Mary, and wife, sold 22.5 acres of Warne
property to Miller K. Reading, son. DB 66, p66

11/05/1914 Cornelious Reading, son of Mary, and wife, sold 20 acres of Warne
property to Mabel (Reading) Partiow DB 65, p460

1914 — 1946 Mabel (Reading) Partlow-Cox sells 20 acres to Joseph C. Reading. Part
she received from Cornelious.

8/24/1946  Joseph C., Aurelia & Elizabeth T Reading sold 153 acres of Warne
property to Roy and Dorothy (Reading) Vance. includes portion sold to Partlow.
Excludes portion sold to Miller K Reading. DB 122, p53

8/18/1958 Roy & Dorothy (Reading) Vance and Elizabeth Reading sell 133 acres to
Harvey Neel. Excluded portions sold to Miller K. Reading and Mabel Partiow. DB 231,
p194

1881 — 1968 James Kewit sold 259 acres.

1881 — 1968 259 acres sold to McDowell.

1/5/1968 Dean N. McDowell to Dean N. McDowell, Jr. 259 acres. DB 452, p57
1/21/1973  Plat with different metes and bounds. This plat identifies the owner of the
adjacent land, which would be the Miller K. Reading plot, as Manassas Associates,
perhaps a Joseph and Philip Reading trade name. Map drawer p.55. DB805, p.244

ca. 2/01/2008 Did not find the transfer of the land to the Commonwealth. The
News article says it was 302 acres. This would include the Mabel Partlow and Miller K.
Reading plots. (259+22.5+20)

The stone house is on the Miller K. Reading portion of the property.



Merrimac Farm

The house on the Merrimac Farm is granite stone, not Va. fieldstone. The
readings owned 2 or 3 similarly constructed homes on Centreville Road in Yorkshire.
One is still standing.
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1742-1756 Samuel Hayward sold est. 1,000 acres to Lynough Helm from the Brent
town tract. ;
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51211789 William Helm inherited the 1,000 acres from his father Lynough.
Prince William county will.

5/11/1802  William Helm, his wife and mother sold 1,000 acres to John Chesley.
DB 2, p.64

10/13/1803 Alexander Scott and Elizabeth , his wife give quit-claim as heirs to assure
title. (Question — was transfer in fee-simple.) DB 2, p. 483.

1803 — 1811 Chesley may have sold 400 acres to William French or others.

12/27/1811 John Chesly is deceased, had mortgaged 600 acres to Thomas Lee for
\L the benefit of the children of Corbin and Hannah Washington, Bushrod Washington
their guardian. Commissioners sell 600 acres to Edward Fitzhugh. DB 4, p. 452

1811 - 1818 Edward Fitzhugh sells 600 acres to William A. G. Dade. Dade exchanges

165 acres along Cedar run adjacent Effingham with Lawrence Alexander for 50 acres of
Effingham.

5/11/1818  William A. G. Dade sells the remaining 435 acres of the 600 acres plus the
,\é('% 50 acres received in exchange, to William French. DB 7, p.12

10/01/1825 William French buys 253 acres of Effingham from Sigismunda Mary
) Alexander, Wd. (William Alexander died 1814) DB 10, p293

1825 — 1834 William French dies.
4 8 10/10/1834  William French Land divided, 1102 total acres (approx. 485a, 253a,
o »¥ 376.5a) into seven plots. Lot 1 - Elizabeth French — 165a: Lot 2 — Martha T French —
»7,_134a; widow's dower — Martha L. French — 182a (lists 282 but in error); Lot 3 — William
t/\ French, Jr. — 134a; Lot 4 — Stephen French — 126a; Lot 5 — Susan A. French — 140a;
2 Lot 6 — Mariah L. French — 219a. Land Cases Book I, p. 349 — 360

11/14/1840 Elizabeth French sells 165 acres to Allen Howison. DB 16, p.145

B 1/01/1846  Stephen French et al, sell 121 acres, a portion of Lot 6, to Allen Howison.
" DB 19, p116

L 5111 8_50 William French sells 505 acres of the remaining lots, apparently 7L
i{\g consolidated in his name. Mentions % acres reserved for graveyard There is an
|7 unmarked square on the plat with the division oif the dower portion. The county

c%meteries list included French cemetery on Merrimac Farm, near the ruins of a house.
DB 21, p43
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Merrimac Farm

5/01/1850  William T. French sold 171 acres to Gideon Warne. Mostly from Lot 2.
DB 21, p56.

6/1/1854 Elisha Osmun sold Stephen Frace 100 acres. DB 23, p82 s
3/13/1861  Stephen Frace sold 100 acres to Elisha Osmun. DB 26, p259
executor for Elisha Osmun, dec’d. Suite was Osmun vs Davis. Land was part of the
1850 land. DB 30, 14

5/25/1881  Gordon Warne sold 171 acres to Mary Reading. DB 33, p53

1/5/1881 Joseph Osmun, executor sold 259 acres to James Kewit. DB 33, p231

11/05/1914 Cornelious Reading, son of Mary, and wife, sold 22.5 acres of Warne
property to Miller K. Reading, son. DB 66, p66

11/05/1914 Cornelious Reading, son of Mary, and wife, sold 20 acres of Wame
property to Mabel (Reading) Partiow DB 65, p460

1914 — 1946 Mabel (Reading) Partlow-Cox sells 20 acres to Joseph C. Reading. Part
she received from Cornelious.

8/24/1946  Joseph C., Aurelia & Elizabeth T Reading sold 153 acres of Warne
property to Roy and Dorothy (Reading) Vance. includes portion sold to Partlow.
Excludes portion sold to Miller K Reading. DB 122, p53

8/18/1958  Roy & Dorothy (Reading) Vance and Elizabeth Reading sell 133 acres to

Harvey Neel. Excluded portions sold to Miller K. Reading and Mabel Partiow. DB 231,
p194

1881 — 1968 James Kewit sold 259 acres.

1881 — 1968 259 acres sold to McDowell. 2
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1/5/1968 Dean N. McDowell to Dean N. McDowell, Jr. 259 acres. DB Q}LS‘Z,.'pST

172111973 Plat with different metes and bounds. This plat identifies the owner of the
adjacent land, which would be the Miller K. Reading plot, as Manassas Associates,
perhaps a Joseph and Philip Reading trade name. Map drawer p.55. DB805, p. 244

ca. 2/01/2008 Did not find the transfer of the land to the Commonwealth. The

News article says it was 302 acres. This would include the Mabel Partlow and Miller K.
Reading plots. (259+22.5+20)

The stone house is on the Miller K. Reading portion of the property.
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